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FLYING FIFTEEN NEWS

ln the absence of the Reids I have been

asked to supply some notes for the class"This
pleases me greatly because it presents an opport-
unity to give Canberra FF sailors a few impressions

oi it t r.f-"tional Championships which were held
from 31 December till 9 January at Davey's Bay

Yacht Ctub in Victoria.
About 54 boats from all States except

Tasmania and South Australia raced in the series

and from his position about half way down the
fleet. your correspondent had ample opportunity
(albei; brief) to drool at the boat speed of ELJAY
dEnvaNrfs and CHEEKY cHlcK and gloat

at the antica of the crews in boats less speedy

than his own!r,& The Championship left many impressions

'*,'*ind I could go on for pages if writing time were

available. Here are a few '

The series itself once again underlined to
me that the FF is a dynamic racing class which
attracts hot shot racing crews as well as normal
mortals. young and old. male and female' The
distances travelled and the money spent to take
part in a few yacht races never fails to surprise!

Port Phillip Bay was at its tempestuous
best for the races. Winds were up to 30 knots
and more on a few occasions which gave some

really great rides. Only one race was sailed in
drifting conditions over the finishing line' But we

know how to handle wind in Canberra! What
caused problems were the Port Phillip waves which
were up to two metres high in one race' There
was no question of sefiing the sails flat and going
as on Lake Burley Griffin. The reduced efficiency
of the sails in a seaway demanded that they be
powered up to a point which seemed unreal'

.de.hlative to the wind velocity, by Canberra stand'u,':ids. 
However, it was the only way to keep the

-Eoat moving through the waves' A pity we didn't
start to get the message until the last few races'

The waves also caused another problem
which definitely did not help boat speed' Your
correspondent marvelled at the quaint covers
many boats had over their spinnaker chutes' Not
for long it is surprising how hard it is to hoist
the kite with several litres of water involved in
the system, and how quickly a FF can fill up via
the chute. We resolved the problem by sitting
back, but that didn't help pointing' Paul Cohen
produced a device which worked with string' a

net and a beachball which seemed to keep
SHALOM drier than TORSTEN.

Full congratulations go to the Westralians
who always seemed to be the front runners','

As a group, they are really well iniront in terms
of the state of the art. Normally it is possible to
live with the fact that another boat has better
upwind speed, but things get a little hard when
he outpoints You as well!

Daveys Bay Yacht Club are to be congratu-
lated for running such a well organized series on
the basis of 100% volunteer labour from
cleaning the dressing rooms at 0700 each day
right throught to food and the lauching and
re-trievi of more than 50 boats for each race' lt
all happened with a rninimum of fuss, even to the
point of humottring a slightly hysterical Canberra
iLipput watching his boat dangling for the first
time on what seemed to be an entirely inadequate
crane,

lf the 1980 Championships were what FF

sailing is all about, then roll on Brisbane, 1981 !

COLIN BROWN
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Top helmsmen fromW.stem Au.trlllill. 
Clueensland. New South Wales. A.C.T. end Vic· 
oria are comptltinH in thll 18th Fty'ng Flftsen 
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Skipper_10 

Adrian Jensen  
Derek Walbourn  
John Harvey  
Len Nt!lWJnB.n 
Len Hoad 
Paul D. Oohen 
Stephen Grayley 
Allan Brooke 
Nicholas Diamond 
Garry Hood 
Laurie Bach 
Dunoan D. Fraser-8mith 
John Raleton ' 
Anthony Sherwin 
Ian Syme 
John Dixon 
Athol Lidgett 
Rane Van Roeenvaal 
Frank Harrison 
Bob Beard.  
Oolin Gotts  
Ian Wheatley  
Nigel Peck  
Graham H. Oarter  
John Trewin  
Graeme LIll1ngston  
Peter Williams  

Crew ... _- - __ _:-'- J
Frazer Welch 
Michael Joyce 

'.. t1 ... -_.-;-
Peter Newman 
Graeme Dobson 
Paul S. Oohen 
PhillIp Grayley 
Paul Olauson 
BarrIe Oolbert 
Alan Oareon 
JUdy Bach 
Dunoan P. Fraeer-Smi th 
Brian Fallows 
Gabrielle Edmonston 
Bob Swinton 
Jenny Dixon 
Ri'chard Ranger 
1/ ' ,-" >/ ,'" 

Geoffrey M. Harrison 
Wayne Bach 
June Gotts 
GeoN' Kt!llley 
Georf Butt 
Harold C. Weber 
J ohn Brad1'ord 
Adrian Elliot 

. \ 

I 
Yacht C1Mll 
D.B.Y.C. 
l)-rih-¥,.C. ,l, 1 \ 

D.B.Y.C. 
D.B.Y.C. 
R.Q.Y.O.  
OoY.O.  
M.Y.O. 

D.B.Y.O. 
M.Y.O. 
B.Y.C.  
D1BlY.C,  
D.B.Y.C. 
P.M.Y.O. 
D.D.Y.C. 
lr. • Y .0. 
D.B.Y.O. 
M.Y.O. 
R.G.Y.C. 
O.L.Y.O. 
R.Q.Y.O. 
D.B.Y.O. 
D.B.Y.O. 
M.Y.C. 
P.II..Y.O. 
R.F.B.Y.C'. 
P.M. Y.0. 

, Bon", .LHunper ..Jim!!e 
868 .f'.f'ldelity 

- 8.-18 Thunderpuesy 
972 Rallid 

1104 
1125  
1129  
1171  

136.,'\  
1362  
1380  
1400  
1401  
1403  
1407  
1408  
1409  
141'0  
1664  
1665  
16n 
1678  
1679  
1682'  
168;  

\ 1714  
l 1774  

1ft 
- J.___ , 

Shalom 
8im1t II 
Mirage Iv 
Fratern.1te 
Fortuna 
Ph1landeren 
Tempo 
Blizzard . , . 
F.f'loteam 
Esperides 
Loligo 
Goose 

/ 't o ,- ., -, _, 

Diane III 
Georgie Girl 
Aim sure' 
Balle.ndra  
Muskrat Ramble  
Glaes Slipper  
Fortune Cookie  
Eljay  
LeI-Lani Too  



oat llumber 

1900 
1941  
1942  
2101  
2103  
2105  

2109 ., 
2115  
2116  
2246  
2247  
2248  
2249  
2250  
2344  
2345  
2348  
2354  
2356  
2369  
2380  
2,381  
2,382  
2384-

, 2403 
\ 

Hame 

Gazelle 
Sunderland 
Nere1d 
Toraten 
Cervantes 
Don Quixote 
Blackboard 
Hunky Dory 
Mull of Kintyre 
The White Lady 
Free IN t Easy .. 
Sc9;Ildel 
Relience VII 
Fferriboat 
Shemozzle 
Emma III 
Sim1t III 
Elti'in 
Ff'elice ,
Ricochet 
Mattare l le III 
Molly 0 VII 
Ff'angoo11bird 
lnishowen 
G1m.ger 
Cheeky Ch10 

Slcipptlr 

Gooti' Black 
Tom Stokes 
Ivan Brookt'1eld 
Colin Brown 
Tony Viood 
Dick Kernot 
Paul van Ruggo 
Noel Daviee 
Gary Cotterell 
Nev Higgs 
Don Ruesel l 
Glenn Coulton 
13111 Shand 
Maurice Ferri 
Chris Villa 
Bob Arms t rong 
John Calvert Jonea 
Paul Al tmann 
John Harvey 
John H1l ton-Wood 
Ray Downes 
Osborn McCutcileofi 
Brendan Shand 
Peter MoAuley 
Wally Reod 
Gooti' Gadsden 

Crew.-- - - --
John Anderson 
Graham White 
Ian Sheard 
David Rowe 
Mike McKenzie 
John Wilson 
Jim Quinn 
Geoff Cununinge 
Peter Goode 
Donna Higgs 
Richard Mears 
Mark Holmes 
Hal Shand 
David Bell 
Mark Smith 
Bob Keeley 
Uark Calvert Jones 
Tony RoV/land  
Ken Edwards  
John Hilton-Wood  
Fred Baker  
ADdrew eon  
Malcolm ShABd  
Ann McAul.ey  
Michael. Hood  
Andrew  

I 
Yncht Cl1 

R.F.B.Y.( 
D.B.Y.C. 
P.M.'i.C. 
C.Y.C. 
R .F.B.Y.I 
H.}'.D. Y.' 
L.lJ.Y.e. 
L.hl.Y.C. 
R.F.B.y.1 
R.Q.Y.C. 
R.lt'.B.Y. 
L.M.Y.C. 
G.L.Y.C. 
H.l<'.B.Y. 
L·III.Y.C. 
M.Y.C. 
D.B.Y.C. 
F.ld.Y.C. 
E.Y.C. 
D.B.Yte• 
P.Y.C. 

D.B.Y.C. 
G.L.Y.C. 
D.B.Y.O. 
R.p.a.y. 

http:McAul.ey


number name- . Skipper CreVl lflClUI. v--
Beallywag II George J4cKay Georgia MoKay D.B.Y.C. 
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